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The Highlights of Andalucía tour is a centrally based  ôhubõ tour that takes you to visit the main  Cities of  

Andaluc ía, including  Granada, Cordoba, Seville, Malaga and Ronda. Our most popular tour, you can add 

tour extensions should you wish to include  additional places to visit . 

Each  tour  group  is for a maximum of s ix guests, with its own 

Tour Vehicle and Tour Leader. The travelli ng times to most 

Cities are around 1 hour and 1 hour 30 minutes to Seville.  

For accommodation, you have a choice of staying in our 

beautiful Villa located in the large Spanish village of Mollina 

or in one of the hotels in close by Antequera . 

Day 1:  ARRIVAL We collect you in Málaga from the airport, 

train station or local hotel and, subject to time, we take you 

to visit the pretty ôPueblo Blancoõ white  village of Mijas. You can wander the pretty lanes with  colourful trailing 

geraniums in bright blue p ots contrasting against the white walls.   

Have a tapas  lunch and maybe make some purchases from the craft stores that surround the main Plaza. 

The quality of the leather  goods  in Mijas is exceptionally high.  

Originally founded by the Tartessians in prehistoric times, the 

Romans used to mine Marble from the area , calling the 

villag e Tamisa before it became a Moorish mining town  Mixa  

which morphed later on into Mijas.  

The Mijas residents resisted the attacks from the Catholic 

Monarchs during the siege of Málaga in 1487, but after 

Málaga fell, the inhabitants surrendered . 

A beautiful jewel of  the Costa Del Sol , it sits 400m above sea level offering superb vistas all around . It is the 

ideal location to ease yourself into a holiday frame of mind and relax.  

During the Spanish Civil War , which started in 1936, Manuel Cortés Quero (1906 -1991), aka ôEl Topo de Mijasõ, 

The Mole of Mijas , was the last Republican Mayor during the Civil War. On 6 February 1937, Cortés fled Mijas, 

together with his wife, Juliana, and their daughter, María, aged one year and a half. One day later, he asked 

Juliana to go back to Mijas with Mar ia and joined a gr oup of fighters heading to  Almería .  

https://fotw.info/flags/es-al-al.html
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Secretly back to Mijas on the evening of 17 April 1939 , after the disbanding of his unit in Valencia, Cortés hid 

in his own house for the next three decades  in a sec ret room with the entrance through a wardrobe.   

On 28 March 1969, he heard on the radio the amnesty granted by the Government for all "crimes" committed 

between 18 July 1936 and 1 April 1939.  After his "re -birth", Cortés said to his friends: "The war is finally over for 

me".  A replica of the bedroom  has been reconstructed in the Folk Museum of the village.  

Day 2: SETENIL DE LAS BODEGAS & RONDA At 09:30, we depart  to visit the spectacular ôPueblos 

Blancosõ of  Setenil de las Bodegas and  Ronda . 

At Setenil,  the  cliffs and  rocks overhang the buildings and you 

can have a drink sitting at the bottom of the gorge  that has 

been  cut through the village by the river that runs through it.  

Have a wander a nd enjoy the remarkable setting. .  

Named after its once flourishing wineries ôBodegas õ, it is said 

that the Romans used to store their wines cut into the rocks to 

retain a more constant , all year -round , temperature.  

Unique among the white villages of Andalucia, it developed out of caves in the cliffs rather than being 

perched on top of them. The white houses seem to emerge from the rocks being totally integrated with them.  

Ronda was first settled in the 6 th  Century BC by the early Celts  

naming it ôArunda õ.   

The current Ronda, though, is of Roman origins, having been 

founded as a fortified post in the  Second Punic War , by  Scipio 

Africanus .  

Ronda received the title of city at the time of  Julius Caesar . 

Famous for its impressive gorge upon which the town 

straddles.  

It was the hometown of  a very talented and busy man , the  polymath  Abbas Ibn Firnas  (810ð887), 

an  Inventor , Engineer , Aviator , Chemist , Physician , Muslim poet, and  Andalusian musician  ! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Punic_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scipio_Africanus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scipio_Africanus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Caesar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polymath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbas_Ibn_Firnas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inventions_in_medieval_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_science_and_engineering_in_the_Islamic_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physics_in_medieval_Islam#Aerodynamics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicine_in_medieval_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andalusian_classical_music
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In the early 19 th century , the  Napoleonic invasion  caused 

much suffering  in Ronda, whose inhabitants were reduced 

from 15,600 to 5,000 in three years.  

The Ronda area became the base of numerous bandits, 

whose deeds inspired artists and folklore.  

The iconic Puente Nuevo Bridge, towering 100m above the 

river below, spans the two parts of the town and the famous 

bullring, now a museum, is the oldest in Spain.  

You are free to lunch,  wander the narrow lanes of the old quarter and visit any of the monuments before we 

meet up at 17:30 for the one  hour journey back to your accommodation.  

Day 3: GRANADA  At 09:00, we depart to visit the ôJewel of  Andalucia õ the City of Granada.   

ôGar-anatõ meaning ôHill of the Pilgrimsõ or ôHill of the 

Strangersõ, now known as Granada, nestles at the bottom of 

the towering mountain range, the Sierra Nevada.  

Romantic and Majestic, it was once wealthy and the home 

of both Sultans and Christian Monarchs, including the famous 

Ferdinand and Isabella, who made it their final resting and 

burial place.   

The Islamic Kingdom of Granada held on for nearly a quarter 

of a millennium after the rest of the Iberian Peninsula was recaptur ed by the Christian ôReconquistaõ and 

imposing Islamic Fortresses spread throughout the region.   

Now a vibrant City of Education and Business, the reminder of its great importance looms high and visible in 

the form of the Alhambra, the spectacular royal co mplex of Fortress and Palaces and one of Europeõs most 

visited sites.  
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ôal-QalԐat al -ṦamrƑõ, the ôRed Fortressõ, sits proudly on top of 

the hill of ôLa Sabikaõ, the ôHill of Goldõ, as an imposing gesture 

of the dynasties that once ruled this land.  

Granada is located at the confluence of four rivers, the 

Darro, the Genil, the Monachil and the Beiro. It has an 

elevation of 738m (2,421 ft)  and a municipal population of 

around 240,000. 

The University of Granada is highly regarded and has an 

estimated 82,000 students spread over five campuses around the City.  

After the collapse of the Umayyad Caliphate, when ôal -Andalus õ broke down into a series of ôTaifasõ or small 

independent k ingdoms, the Berber , Zawi ben Ziri , established the Taifa of Granada , which was essentially, 

and surprisingly, a Jewish state in all but name. The Muslim King being mainly a symbolic figurehead, the 

power and control of the Taifa and its armies were under Jewish control.  It was the centre of the Jewish 

Sephardi culture and learning.  Early Arabic writers often refer to the Taifa of Granada as ôGarnata al-Yahudõ, 

Granada of the Jews.  

The Royal City Complex of the Alhambra is by far the most 

famous monument in Granada. It is a renowned Islamic 

historical legacy set of buildings, Palaces, Fortress and 

Gardens.  

Originally constructed in 889 as a fortress on top of older 

Roman fortifications, it remained almost a set of ruins until 

renovation in the mid -13th century by the Nasrid Emir 

ôMohammed ben al-Ahmarõ who added the Palaces and 

walls. 

Moorish poets describe it as a ôpearl set in emeraldsõ in reference to the colour of its buildings and the 

surrounding woods. It is also , often referred to as a ship sailing towards the City of Granada with the large 

watch tower of the Alcazaba fortress being the prow.   
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The Gardens and pools of the Alhambra are spectacular with fragrant flowers in abundance.  The Palaces 

are highly decorative with beautiful columns, stalactite 

vaulted ceilings and highly ingenious hydraulic water 

management systems, as featured in the ôFountain of the 

Lionsõ, where every hour, one of the twelve white marble lion 

statues surroun ding the fountain would produce water from 

its mouth. A marvel and baffling visitors of the time.   

As you walk around the city you will see the heraldic emblem 

of Granada cast in rain water downpipes and on other items, 

the Pomegranate, in Spanish ôGranadaõ. 

Arriving in Granada, we park and take a short walk to the beautiful Bib Rambla Plaza where we indulge in a 

treat of ôChocolate con Churros õ before having a walking 

tour around the Cathedral area, through  the ôAlcaicer²aõ, the 

Arabic Silk Market.   

Interestingly, the name Alcaiceria , Arabic  ôal -Kaysar-iaõ, 

means ôPlace of Caesarõ in reference to the Arabs being 

given the rights to manufacture and sell silks in the 6 th century 

by the  Byzantine Emperor Justinian .  

You are then free  to explore, maybe visit the Cathedral or 

ôCapilla Realõ now the museum of Granada and the burial place  of the Catholic Monarchs Ferdinand and 

Isabella.  

We will meet up and take a short walk along the banks of the River Darro , with its charming stone bridges , 

before returning to the tour vehicle to drive up to the 

Alhambra .  

After the visit, we drive to the top of the ôAlbayzin õ, the old 

Arab Quarter, with its atmospheric cobbled streets and have 

dinner at Restaurante Jardines de Zoraya, who have a great 

menu and an excellent authentic Flamenco Performance by 

talented local artists.  
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We also visit the Mirador San Nicolas to see the Alhambra lit up at night from across the valley before returning 

back to your accommodation. A long but unforgettable day.  

Day 4: MÁLAGA  At 09:30, we depart to visit the lovely 

Mediterranean City of Málaga , one of the most continuously 

inhabited Cities in the world,  

Málaga was a Phoenician seaport and one of the main entry 

points into the Iberian Peninsula , due to its natural harbour.  

The Phoenicians called it ôMalaka õ not too far from how its 

known today.  

 A beautiful Mediterranean City, there are marble 

pavements, a mostly pedestrianised old quarter and often a fresh light breeze blowing in from the sea.  

The massive Alcazaba fortress looms over the ancient Roman Theatre and close by is the birthplace of the 

famous painter and sculptor ôPablo Picasso õ. 

The second largest City in Andalucía, with a municipal population of around 600,000, Málaga is the 

southe rnmost large City in Europe and a bustling seaport with goods/cargo passing through daily and it is 

also on the Cruise Ship circuit.   

With its chilled lifestyle, temperate sunny climate, ôChiringuitoõ fresh fish barbeque restaurant shacks on the 

beach , and full of tapas bars and cafeterias, to be a Malagueño explains why the people are so happy.  

But today is not all about the visit to M álaga, in the morning 

(subject to weather conditions) we visit the  stunning ôEl 

Torcalõ National Park.   

A magnificent park of towering limestone columns and 

pancake  shaped  layered rocks . Formed 17 million years ago 

under the sea, this Karst limestone  is the result of weathering 

of the sedimentary layers  of the rock. It is possibly the finest 

example of such formations in Europe.   

In the park there is a 45 minute walk of 1.4km which you can undertake , but wear suitable shoes.  
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The park is 1,500m above sea level and there is a very nice cafeteria where you  can sit and enjoy the scenery 

if you donõt wish to undertake the walk.  

If you are lucky, you may catch glimpses of the Spanish Ibex , a large mountain goat resembling a small deer.   

Arriving  in East Málaga around lunch time , we go to  a  locals  

ôChiringuito õ to have  barbeque  of  fresh fish cooked  on Olive 

Wood fires . ôEspetosõ fresh sardines on bamboo skewers are 

a speciality, but the fresh ly barbequed ôDorada õ (Sea Bream) 

or ôLubinaõ (Sea Bass) are delicious , as well as freshly 

barbequed ôCalamare sõ. These should definitely be 

accompanied with some ôPata ta s a lo Pobre õ (Potatoes of 

the Poor).   

After lunch , we drive into the beautiful old quarter of Málaga, park at the smart new  Marina and take you 

on a short walking tour.  

Then you have time to visit any of the sites, the  large Alcazaba  Fortress or the Picasso Museum. At 18:00 we 

reconvene and make the return journey . 

Day 5: SEVILLE  At 09:00, we depart to elegant and colourful City of Seville . ôSevilla, with its impressive 

buildings, parks and culture , is an absolute delight and , just a 

few years ago , was awarded the Lonely Planet Guide õs 

ôNumber 1 City to Visitõ.   

Once the wealthiest City in Europe, as a result of trade with 

the Americas, Seville is located on the banks of the 

Gu ad alquivir river , which empties into the Atlantic, some 

80km to the west, making Seville once the most inland port in 

Europe.  
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The capital of the autonomous region of Andalucia , it has a 

municipal population of  700,000, making it the fourth largest 

City in Spain after Madrid, Barcelona and Valencia.   

With one of the worldõs largest Cathedrals, Mud®jar Islamic 

style Palaces, majestic fountains, winding narrow lanes, a day 

in Seville passes in the blink of an eye.  

The ôReales Alc§zares de Sevillaõ are the oldest Royal Palaces 

in Europe still in use. Built in the style of the Alhambra Palaces, they are spectacular and a delight to visit. The 

setting for the Epic ôKingdom of Heavenõ as the Palaces of Jerusalem and also a setting for ôThe Game of 

Thronesõ, the Palaces have made it to TV and the big screen . 

The ôSevillanosõ, love to sing and party and truly know how to 

enjoy themselves.  

Origina lly founded by the Romans, it was called ôHispalisõ and 

was taken by the Muslim conquest in 712 and renamed 

ôIshbiliyyaõ. In 1147, the Almohad Islamic Sect (meaning 

ôThose who profess the unity of Godõ) invaded al -Andalus  

and made Ishbiliyya their centre.   

Great constructors, they built the famous Giralda Tower that 

looms over the City, now the Cathedral Bell Tower, but once the Minaret of the Great Mosque, which was 

mainly destroyed as part of the construction of the large Cathedral.  

The Patio of the Orang es, some original walls and some entrances into the original Mosque are all that remain.   

As the economic centre of trade with the Americas, Seville 

grew extremely wealthy opening a new Golden Age of arts 

and literature.  

Beautiful impressive Baroque Buil dings were built and wealthy 

merchants commissioned mansions for themselves and their 

families.   

https://www.alcazarsevilla.org/en/
https://www.alcazarsevilla.org/en/
https://www.alcazarsevilla.org/en/
https://www.alcazarsevilla.org/en/
https://www.alcazarsevilla.org/en/

